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As the coronavirus outbreak in 
China continues in severity, the 
Spencer Centre for Global En-
gagement canceled its first se-
mester program in China earlier 
this month.
“This kind of medical epidem-
ic could have started anywhere 
— it started in China,” said Char-
lie Brainer, dean of internation-
al programs. “You can’t predict 
those things.”
The semester program was 
partnered with the business de-
partment and was set to take 
three students to Xi’an, China. In 
addition to traveling the country 
and completing a practicum, stu-
dents would take courses in Chi-
nese language, calligraphy, history 
and culture. 
However, as the outbreak 
reached beyond its epicenter in 
Wuhan, China, it became clear 
that the program would no lon-
ger be viable.
Coronaviruses, as defined by 
the World Health Organization, 
is a group of viruses which can 
cause illnesses ranging from the 





Sue Gavin, former director of 
the office of sponsored pro-
grams, passed away unexpect-
edly at Marion General Hospital 
on Dec. 19.
Gavin worked as the director 
of the office of sponsored pro-
grams for 11 years, where she led 
research teams and helped push 
students to achieve their goals. 
Gavin, who had a pursuing spirit 
herself, finished her Ph.D. shortly 
before she died.
Michele Bragg, director of fi-
nancial operations, worked 
closely with Gavin in the Office 
of Sponsored Programs and ad-
mired her interest in students’ 
lives and her constant efforts to 
bring students together. 
“Sue loved collaboration and 
bringing people together,” Bragg 
said. “She worked quite frequent-
ly on trying to bring our facul-
ty in collaboration with other 
campuses so we could all grow 
together and learn.”
Donna Downs, department co-
chair and associate professor of 
communication, said Gavin had 
a heart for engaging students in 
undergraduate research, push-
ing them to think critically.
Gavin encouraged collabora-
tions between students and pro-
fessors and helped them work 
toward their end research goal, 
Downs said. Gavin also encour-
aged Downs personally.
“Sue was a friend and encour-
ager,” Downs said. “She worked 
with me in regard to preparing 
my students to do solid research 
Passing of Sue Gavin
respiratory diseases. As of Thurs-
day, Feb. 13, China had confirmed 
59,804 cases and 1,367 deaths.
Initially, Jeff Sherlock, profes-
sor of international business and 
management, said he thought the 
study abroad program could be 
salvaged when the outbreak was 
constrained to Wuhan. He thought 
the three Taylor students studying 
in China could just exercise cau-
tion in their classes and travels. 
However, he and his colleagues 
examined the trend of the virus 
and made the decision to cancel 
the trip before the three students 
affected would be unable to get 
into spring semester classes.
“We wanted to make sure stu-
dents didn’t also lose a semester 
of credit,” Sherlock said. “They 
weren’t supposed to leave until 
late February, so had we waited 
(until) the 15th or 20th, then stu-
dents couldn’t have gone on that 
program and they couldn’t have 
taken classes here. We wanted 
what’s best for our students.”
It was a unique and uncommon 
decision for Taylor’s study abroad 
programs, but everyone involved 
ultimately agreed it was the best 
decision. 
Giving confirmation to and co-
inciding in time with the universi-
ty’s decision, the U.S. Department 
of State raised a level three travel 
advisory for China, meaning only 
absolutely necessary travel. Sev-
eral days later, the travel advisory 
was raised to a level four, prescrib-
ing no travel to China, which is still 
in effect as of Thursday, Feb. 13.
While Taylor’s Chinese part-
ner has not officially canceled 
their semester study abroad pro-
gram, Sherlock said they reserve 
the right to cancel their program 
up until the day before it was set 
to start, Feb. 22. Across the U.S., a 
number of universities have also 
canceled their semester programs 
in China. Specifically, Taylor com-
municated with the University of 
Michigan, who had also decided 
to postpone travels to China. 
The cost of the CSP was Taylor’s 
regular tuition, so there has been 
no monetary loss for students. 
Flights were able to be canceled 
for a small fee, which the univer-
sity reimbursed. Additionally, if 
China does not honor a renewed 
study visa for a future trip, the uni-
versity has committed to cover the 
cost of repurchasing a visa. 
The three students set to at-
tend, freshman Riley Coolman and 
sophomores Laura Gonzalez and 
Jack Shroyer, all anticipate study-
ing abroad in China when the out-
break passes and Taylor offers the 
semester again. All three are in dif-
ferent majors — only Gonzalez in 
the business department — but 
each has a strong passion for ex-
periencing Chinese culture, histo-
ry and language. 
For Coolman, the semester 
will be an opportunity to connect 
with the country she was born in, 
while Shroyer and Gonzalez will 
look forward to connecting with 
a new language and culture. 
“My interest in China hasn’t di-
minished one bit due to the coro-
navirus and as soon as I receive the 
OK from the program’s leaders, I’ll 
be off again in a heartbeat,” Shroy-
er said. 
Moving forward, Sherlock ad-
vised that there is no imminent 
threat of coronavirus to Taylor’s 
campus. One faculty member and 
student were briefly quarantined 
due to potential exposure during 
J-term travels, but both have been 
cleared and are back on campus. 
Sherlock cited that while coro-
naviruses are dangerous, more 
deaths are recorded yearly due 
to influenza.
Additionally, Brainer said Tay-
lor’s response during this outbreak 
should be prayer. In Brainer’s life, 
he has seen God use situations like 
this to grow the church and give 
people new hope, which is some-
thing he hopes can happen now. 
“I hope we don’t miss the larger 
story of this, which is the people of 
China,” Brainer said. “I hope that 
we would look at it from a king-
dom perspective, especially for 
those people living in Wuhan and 
those who do not know Jesus who 
are living in great fear and without 
hope, that (we would pray that) 
the church in Wuhan and Chi-
na would have this opportunity 
to show love, compassion, hope 
and light.”
He also encouraged Taylor’s 
campus to consider the Chinese 
students studying on campus and 
how they may be worrying for 
their families and country. 
Rather than let this outbreak be-
come a division or stigma, Brainer 
and helped faculty across the uni-
versity find funding for research.”
In addition to her helpful spir-
it, Downs noted that Gavin was 
full of ideas and helped others 
envision what could be. Downs 
said Gavin wanted people to 
grow in knowledge and wisdom 
and wanted to help pave the way 
toward academic success.
Dr. Stephen Phillips, direc-
tor of the center for ethics, also 
worked alongside Gavin often. 
He said she was someone who 
was very good at organizing 
things and helping people out.
Phillips did not know Gavin 
until his office was moved into 
the same space as hers in 2013. 
He said that while their tasks 
were quite different, it was im-
possible to work in the same 
place as Gavin without being 
her friend.
“She was the kind of person 
that made connections with ev-
erybody she was around,” Phil-
lips said. “We would talk about 
our families and what we were 
doing at Taylor.”
Bragg also noted that even if 
a task was completely unrelated 
to research, Gavin would always 
work to help people out. 
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To Bragg, Gavin was a mentor 
and source of encouragement. 
Gavin worked alongside Bragg 
in the office and challenged her 
to pursue her education.
“I knew nothing about the of-
fice of sponsored programs, so 
we were a team on campus and 
she constantly helped me out,” 
Bragg said. “She encouraged me 
to go back and get my graduate 
work.” 
Gavin also gave Bragg the 
idea to put a framed picture of 
the number 24 on her desk, rep-
resenting the number of feet of 
Jesus’ disciples he washed, even 
knowing one would betray him. 
Bragg said this is the way Gavin 
wanted to show love to people.
Bragg said Gavin was a glass-
half-full person who always 
sought the best in people. She 
said Gavin also loved to listen to 
students’ stories and help them 
out along the way.
Phillips agreed, stating that 
she constantly offered encour-
agement to people.
“(Gavin) wouldn’t just tell (stu-
dents) they could do things well, 
but she would actually come 
alongside them and help them,” 
Phillips said. 
Phillips also admired her pas-
sion for learning. Although Gavin 
had completed her coursework 
for her Ph.D., she had never actu-
ally received the degree. Phillips 
said a ceremony is in the works to 
honor her posthumously. 
Phillips, Bragg and Downs 
all said Gavin will be dear-
ly missed by many in the Tay-
lor community.
“I hope (Gavin) realizes that 
the community loved her as 
much as she loved them,” Bragg 
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As dean of international programs, 
Charlie Brainer was involved 
with the coordination of the 
China Semester Program.
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“Remaking, Reshaping, and Re-
structuring,” words famously 
spoken by Coretta Scott King, be-
came Taylor’s focus during Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day.
On Monday, Jan. 20, the life of 
Martin Lurther King Jr. was hon-
ored with guest chapel speaker 
Rev. Dr. Barbara Reynolds. 
Chapel was followed by five 
workshop sessions and an inter-
active play called “Defamation.”
In 1968, a few weeks after her 
husband’s death, Coretta Scott 
King’s spoke at Harvard Univer-
sity and urged students to “speak 
out with righteous indignation.”
Inspired by her words today, 
Reynolds began chapel with cred-
iting Coretta King’s willingness to 
not only join King’s movement, 
but continue it 30 years after his 
death. 
“We can’t go back,” Reyn-
olds said.
She spoke on the power of ha-
tred and the progress this coun-
try has made since the days of 
Martin Luther King. 
However, she cautioned her au-
dience with work that must be 
done in order to continue to pave 
the way for future generations. 
Reynolds said that we don’t 
have the luxury in today’s world 
to rest and do nothing. We have 
the moral responsibility to act 
now and overcome adversity.
“The call is to remold, re-
model and rebuild a world that 
is not working for many of us,” 
said Reynolds.
In honor of MLK Day, the 
Reflection on MLK Day
Writing Center sponsored the 
second annual MLK writing con-
test. Freshman Katie Ito was the 
winner of the competition and 
wrote a liturgy that she delivered 
during chapel. 
Originally writing her piece as 
an open letter to God, Ito said she 
was inspired to broaden her writ-
ing so that people could interact 
with it. 
Ito’s liturgy detailed historical 
atrocities committed against the 
African American people.
She said that the liturgy was 
a unique way of the communi-
ty coming together to help her 
believe her own truths that she 
had written.
Ito said that we shouldn’t live 
under the perception that rac-
ism is in the past and therefore 
we can rejoice and forget about it. 
Following chapel, students, 
“‘We can’t go back,’ Reynolds said.”
Reflection on MLK Day
sees this as an opportunity for 
Christ to unite these two parts of 
the world in spirit. 
“In the globalized world today, 
these things will happen in differ-
ent sectors of the world,” Brain-
er said. “And yet as believers, we 
learn to manage risk and still be 
faithful to our mission ... so, in the 
short term, we do this, but in the 
long term, we remain committed 
to China.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Over J-term, Taylor brought on 
three part-time counselors to 
serve students in the Counsel-
ing Center, Jesse Brown, dean 
of students, told the Echo. Cur-
rently, four part-time counselors 
and four counseling interns are 
on staff.
Students — both new and re-
turning — are welcome at the 
center. New students will have 
to fill out an informational pack-
et and consent form before their 
first appointment. For returning 
students whose files were closed 
out by departing counselors in 
the fall, they will only need to 
sign another consent form, said 
New Hires
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The new staff at the Counseling 
staff now complete.
said. “She was such a light and a 
blessing and I hope everyone will 
continue to pray for her family.”
Provost Michael Hammond 
mentioned in a statement for 
Taylor that Gavin was a bright 
light of encouragement for 
many, and that her dedication 
to Christ-centered scholarship 
enhanced Taylor’s academic 
mission. 
Gavin was involved in book 
clubs and prayer groups during 
her time at Taylor. She lived in 
Marion and attended College 
Wesleyan Church. Here, she col-
laborated with Cathy Weath-
erspoon, executive director of 
Thriving Families, Thriving 
Grant County, a local collective 
impact. Together, they worked to 
obtain grants for the Communi-
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staff and members of the com-
munity had the chance to engage 
in workshops presented by facul-
ty members.
The workshops included titles 
such as, “Understanding Envi-
ronmental Racism” and “Cele-
brating  the Unity and Diversity 
of Human Race through the use 
of Forensics/Science.” 
Biblical Studies Professor 
Ed Meadors spoke on the 1930 
lynching in Marion of two Afri-
can American teenages outside of 
the courthouse and the role that 
evil plays.
“I view MLK Day as a day to 
lament the injustices, cruelties, 
and manifestations of hatred that 
have darkened our history,” said 
Meadors.  “It’s also a day to hon-
or Martin Luther King’s choice of 
peaceful advocacy of civil and hu-
man rights.” 
Meadors said that the only 
way we can overcome evil is with 
good. That the battle we face is 
not a bodily one, rather a spiritual 
one in heavenly places. 
“At Taylor, this looks like au-
thentic demonstration of love 
and respect for everyone. Lis-
tening.  Suspending judgment. 
Communicating love, respect 
and honor toward everyone,” 
said Meadors.
“Defamation” was an interac-
tive play directed by senior Brielle 
Fowlkes and performed by Taylor 
students. 
T h e  p l a y  h i g h l i g h t e d 
deep-rooted social injustices 
by making race the main focus, 
while distracting from the rele-
vant issue at hand. 
The focus of MLK Day was to 
spark conversations, to active-
ly engage and to willingly grieve 
with brothers and sisters who 
have suffered.
As quoted from Ito’s liturgy, 
“Keep this wound open until the 
day of your second coming when 
all things will be restored.”
echo@taylor.edu
Lori Heath, administrative assis-
tant for the center.  
“Students that are coming back 
aren’t starting from scratch,” 
Brown said.
In addition to the new coun-
selors, the center will again be of-
fering pre-marital counseling to 
couples throughout the semester. 
These sessions will be led by coun-
seling interns Jessalyn Harrington 
and Nate Martinez, Heath said.
Throughout fall semester, sev-
eral staff members left the center, 
including former Center Director 
Caroline Poland. Currently, coun-
selor Jenny Schamber is leading 
the center as interim director, 
Brown said.
“I feel like we’ve got good mo-
rale in the Counseling Center 
and Jenny is doing great,” Brown 
said. “We’re just trying to contin-
ue to serve students and help stu-
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Hamilton comes to Taylor.
Alice Hamilton was honored 
with a bust in the Euler Atrium 
on Oct. 5, during Taylor’s home-
coming weekend. It is one of 
three busts of her in existence, 
the other two are located at Har-
vard University.
“It’s a nice visible reminder of 
her significance in this country,” 
said William (Bill) Ringenberg, 
professor emeritus of history.
Hamilton was the first female 
professor at Harvard. She grew 
up in Fort Wayne, studied at Tay-
lor for a year and was known for 
being a life-long learner. 
Throughout her life, she ex-
plored several different work fa-
cilities and countries to make 
sure their workers were safe in 
the workplace. She specialized 
in occupational disease and 
how work facilities treated their 
workers. Hamilton learned the 
needs of workers were not be-
ing met and sought to change 
it. Later, she went to the feder-
al government and worked with 
them to create the Occupation-
al Safety and Health Administra-
tion (OSHA).
The bust was only one of the 
ways Hamilton has been com-
memorated this past year. 
Ringenberg, along with his 
son, Matthew C. Ringenberg, 
professor of social work at 
Valparaiso and Joseph Brain, 
professor of environmental phys-
iology at Harvard, wrote a book 
titled “The Education of Alice 
Hamilton: From Fort Wayne to 
Harvard” which was released in 
November 2019.
“Alice (Hamiltion) was (sort of) 
unheard of until this year,” said 
Sara James, special project co-
ordinator for advancement. To 
help with some context of whom 
Hamiltion was and how she re-
lates to Taylor, let’s add some 
context to her.
Hamilton’s story starts in Man-
hattan, where she was born. Her 
family moved to Fort Wayne 
shortly after that, where Hamil-
ton and her siblings, Edith, Mar-
garat, Arthur and Norah spent 
their childhoods.
Hamilton’s father, Montgom-
ery, was on the board of trust-
ees at Taylor around the time 
she was looking for colleges. He 
wanted her to attend Taylor for 
at least one year to prove to him 
she could handle pursuing her 
passion of medicine. Taylor had 
just merged with the Fort Wayne 
College of Medicine on the Fort 
Wayne campus and Hamilton 
was one of the first year students 
to be a part of the new program.
After one year at Taylor study-
ing human anatomy, she earned 
her father’s blessing and went on 
to study at the medical school 
at the University of Michigan in 
1892. She graduated in 1893.
After studying several oth-
er places, she began working at 
the Chicago Hull House in 1897, 
which was made up of wom-
en who were trying to make a 
difference for the working class. 
She resided there until 1919, when 
Harvard reached out to her.
During her time in Hull House, 
Hamilton explored factories and 
work facilities all around the 
country. She noticed a connec-
tion between poor working con-
ditions and disease and she was 
a big advocate for better work 
conditions. Harvard noticed and 
textbook for her field of study. 
She served several different com-
mittees and boards that relat-
ed to her life work of bettering 
work environments.
Because of her continued pur-
suit in occupational health, the 
government created OSHA. The 
government agency was passed 
three months after Hamilton 
passed away in 1970.
Social work professor 
shares her love for people
Madi Turpin
News Co-Editor
What was originally a goal to 
teach English abroad morphed 
into a career in social work.
Cathy Harner, professor of 
social work and director of so-
cial work education, said she 
stumbled upon the profession 
because her dream to teach En-
glish could not be carried out 
without the addition of another 
major. Social work was the only 
major that fit the criteria. 
Even so, Harner found herself 
making a difference in about 
eight lives at a time and real-
ized social work was where God 
called her to be. She is thank-
ful that God prepared her for 
the opportunity by teaching her 
the lesson the same way he has 
taught her everything else: by 
opening a door and shoving her 
through it.
“I didn’t relate as well to my 
clients as I got older, so I decid-
ed to pass the mantle, which in-
volves educating the younger 
generation,” Harner said. “It was 
an amazing experience, how God 
prepared me to do so many of 
the things I’ve been given the op-
portunity to do through Taylor.” 
According to Harner, one of 
the most rewarding aspects of 
the job is found in the students. 
She said they challenge her to 
think more deeply and give her 
the opportunity to be involved 
in their lives. For Harner, it is 
always rewarding to watch the 
light bulbs go on in their heads.
Harner — who is retiring at 
the end of this school year — 
believes these are the pieces of 
Taylor that makes leaving so bit-
tersweet. As the days become 
longer and harder, she knows it 
is time to retire, but still finds joy 
in the blessings.
“I look back on the past 28 
years at Taylor and feel like I’ve 
been rewarded,” Harner said. “I 
think I’ve served Taylor well, and 
I think they have served me well.”
Through Taylor, Harner said 
she has been given plenty of 
opportunities to travel interna-
tionally. She is also proud to have 
been in her position when Tay-
lor’s social work department was 
noted as No. 1 in Indiana and No. 
6 in the country through Social-
WorkDegree.org.
Today, she says she loves the 
idea of being a social worker 
over being a faculty member. 
Harner looks back at her life 
experiences and knows that God 
used them in the long run, even 
when she believed nothing posi-
tive could come out of them. She 
said the areas that don’t always 
fit the typical Christian profile 
have been put at her disposal 
and allowed her to reach oth-
ers in ways she couldn’t have 
even imagined.
“I usually ask God, ‘Why 
choose me?’” Harner said. “Yet, I 
wouldn’t change it for anything.”
She found this calling to be 
true while ministering to indi-
viduals at the Damien Center in 
Indianapolis, where she led an 
HIV/AIDS support group. When 
asked by the attendees why she 
came from Taylor to minister to 
them when they knew she didn’t 
agree with their lifestyles, Har-
ner said she wanted to be God’s 
representative of the church 
many don’t see.
She believes the church can 
often fall short in its areas of 
ministry. According to Harner, 
Christians are called to love 
others with the love Christ has 
shown on them. 
Her position in social work has 
opened her eyes to the ways God 
deals with peoples’ issues on his 
own and how people of faith are 
simply called to love rather than 
fix others themselves. 
“I am so frustrated at times 
when we try to insulate our-
selves from the world,” Harner 
said. “My heart is broken when 
I think about how we’re going to 
pay for that action. For the peo-
ple we’ve pushed out of the king-
dom rather than bring in.”
For Harner, if she can’t love 
with the love Christ has shown 
her, she has no business reach-
ing out to other people. This has 
been a recurring theme for her, 
as she said any kind of work in 
wanted to start a program called 
“Industrial Hygiene,” with Ham-
ilton running it.
Hamilton agreed and started 
teaching at Harvard in 1919, be-
coming the first female professor.
She retired from Harvard in 
1935, but continued to live an 
active life. She wrote a cou-
ple books, including her auto-
biography and co-authoring a 
human services will bring about 
circumstances that challenge 
one’s faith.
Harner encountered many 
of these challenging instances 
during her time in social work. 
She recalls once when an indi-
vidual from the HIV/AIDS group 
she led was placed in intensive 
care, and when she prayed for 
the spirit to come inside of him, 
he sat up and began talking.
“I no sooner said ‘Amen’ when 
he looks up and said, ‘That man 
you were praying to, he did it,’” 
Harner said. “I played it off as 
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The bust honoring Alice Hamilton is on display in the Euler atrium. 
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Cathy Harner is a professor of social work at Taylor and finds passion in her field in her passion for Christ.
being delirious, but six months 
later received a call from people 
in the support group saying he 
was healthy.”
Harner said this proves prayer 
can make a difference. The hos-
pital chaplain had told her many 
people sell God short because 
they don’t think he’s big enough 
to deal with their issues, and that 
saying stuck with her. 
She encountered many other 
experiences that caused her to 
doubt, such as challenges with a 
coworker with different lifestyle 
choices. Yet Harner still stands 
firm to the belief that people 
shouldn’t blame God for what 
Christians have done to them.
She thinks once a personal 
relationship with Christ is es-
tablished, that’s all that needs 
to happen.
“Don’t be afraid to be Christ 
to people; you may be the only 
Christ that some people see,” 
Harner said. “Don’t be afraid to 
love fiercely. We are fighting for 
peoples’ souls, and we sure are 
busy pointing out sins we don’t 
commit in other people.”
echo@taylor.edu
Hamilton’s legacy has lived on 
for fifty years now, and is sure to 
outlive all of today’s contempo-
raries as well. To commemorate 
her, Harvard made this school 
year the year of women on their 
campus. They commissioned 
three busts to be made in her 
likeness, one of them now resid-
ing in the Euler Atrium.
echo@taylor.edu




1– You wrote a personalized 
letter for each significant per-
son in your life on Valentine’s 
Day because love is about more 
than just romance, am I right? 
The next time you clean your 
desk you will catch yourself 
humming and think to yourself 
in all seriousness, “Is my dream 
job to be a janitor?” Maybe.
2– You did something nause-
atingly cute for your loved one 
on Valentine’s Day. Like, the 
kind of cute that makes your 
friends outwardly go, “Aw!” But 
inwardly, they are throwing up 
a little. The next time you go to 
Indy, you will get stuck holding 
the door open for people for at 
least ten minutes only to re-
alize there is a revolving door 
right there.
3– You were probably at the 
NSLC conference this week-
end, huh? You little three? In 
other news, that person you 
keep making eye contact with 
in chapel totally likes you back. 
You will sneeze one too many 
times today and get unreason-
ably mad at yourself for it. 
4– You spent Valentine’s Day 
following a Bob Ross tutori-
al because dinner and flowers 
are so cliché. You are really over 
this whole succulent trend that 
some people are still on (can you 
say, bad for the environment?) 
and are now considering getting 
a fern. However long you keep it 
alive will determine the length 
of your next relationship.
5– The level of bitterness you 
have towards Hallmark and 
the whole system ( for making 
up these fake holidays as an 
excuse to bleed us all dry) di-
rectly correlates to how much 
money you spent on Valentine’s 
this year. You are pretty skepti-
cal about this column and the 
Enneagram in general and are 
probably only reading this be-
cause your friends told you to. 
Right now you are thinking you 
would be better off reading a 
good book. You are right. 
6– You spent Valentine’s Day 
wondering what it would have 
been like if you had talked to 
your VC last semester and now 
you are kicking yourself for let-
ting the moment pass. You will 
have a painfully awkward en-
counter with them in the D.C. 
7– The day after Valentine’s 
Day you woke up and felt de-
pressed because you realized 
that there are no more major 
holidays, functions or vacations 
for a long time. You will spend 
the next month getting more 
and more stir-crazy as you try 
to get people on your floor to go 
on nug runs on random Tues-
day nights, desperately trying 
to add some spice to your sad, 
lonely existence. Try adding 
some twinkle lights to bright-
en up these dark winter days.
8– You were confused about 
what to get your significant oth-
er for Valentine’s Day and a lit-
tle upset that they would not 
just share their Amazon wish-
list with you. This inevitably led 
to a fight. To process, you will 
go home and tell your dog all 
about your problems because 
he is the only one allowed to see 
you cry. 
9– You probably meant to 
do something on Valentine’s 
Day but you ended up staying 
in which is actually what you 
wanted to do the whole time. 
You will use the phrase, “I don’t 
know. What do you think?” ex-
actly 37 times this month.
echo@taylor.edu
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Photograph by Carolina Quintana
Senior Moorea Riesktyl and Senior Chris Douglas studying together. 




Whether a trip across cam-
pus or over the sea, many stu-
dents came back from J-term 
with diverse experiences and 
memories. 
For sophomore Baylee Co-
burn, J-term was the culmina-
tion of a dream to go to Uganda. 
She wrote:
“I was part of the Lighthouse 
team that went to Gulu, Ugan-
da! My favorite story to tell is 
that of a young boy named Son-
ic. One Tuesday afternoon we 
made our way into a village to 
meet and interact with a small 
group of women who had 
worked together to start and 
maintain a group savings pro-
gram. While we were there, one 
woman asked us if we would 
pray over her son who they 
thought was nearing death’s 
doorstep. We were told that he 
had been vomiting blood and 
was too weak to stand. We had 
the privilege of laying hands on 
Sonic and praying for him! Had 
we been in the U.S., we could 
art pieces, we learned how to 
properly glaze them in our de-
sired colors. Overall, the class 
was very enjoyable, and I would 
highly recommend it to anyone 
interested.” 
Like Wild, Freshman Kharis 
Rutherford also took a class 
over J-term. She learned un-
expected lessons through in-
vestigations in mathematics. 
Rutherford wrote:
“My mindset has never been 
to hate math by default, but it 
has seemed that it’s been bent 
on torturing me for as long as 
I can remember. I planned to 
take Math 120 during J-Term to 
lessen the agony, but, surpris-
ingly enough, the class was — 
enjoyable. For the next three 
weeks, my mind was constant-
ly being blown away by the 
fact that a creative God could 
make the realm of mathemat-
ics as well; a world full of pat-
tern and nearly tangible logic. 
As God continued to open our 
eyes to his mathematical genius 
coupled with Professor of Math-
ematics Mark Colgan and Assis-
tant Professor of Mathematics 
Daniel Rodman’s patience and 
sheer enthusiasm, our mot-
ley gang of non-math majors 
successfully survived a colle-
giate-level math class!”
From praying for healing to 
teaching English or from learn-
ing to throw clay to seeing God 
in Math, Taylor students had 
opportunities as diverse as the 
lessons they learned. 
echo@taylor.edu
easily have helped him by sim-
ply driving him to a hospital; 
however, that isn’t a reality for 
most of the Ugandan popula-
tion. In this moment of com-
plete surrender and reliance on 
God, we were blessed enough to 
experience healing and resto-
ration the way that they do on a 
daily basis – praying relentlessly 
and believing beyond the shad-
ow of a doubt that God himself 
would physically heal the per-
son in front of you. And he did! 
The next day, Sonic was up and 
playing with his friends, like ev-
ery ten-year-old boy should! 
Thank you, sweet Jesus!”
Sophomore Elizabeth Ma-
gallanes also participated in a 
trip overseas. She wrote about 
her trip to Central Asia:
“Three weeks in Asia, that 
felt more like a year because of 
all that I learned. Central Asia 
wasn’t your typical mission 
trip either because we couldn’t 
openly speak the Gospel at all 
and so that was really frustrat-
ing at times. But I finally under-
stood what we were doing when 
one of the m-workers described 
our roles as “the ones plowing 
the soil so we could plant the 
seeds” and that’s when I under-
stood that what we were doing 
was valuable and needed. Part 
of work included teaching En-
glish at several different plac-
es which was something super 
simple for us, but to those peo-
ple it was HUGE. Building rela-
tionships and creating bridges 
between the m-workers and 
the students was honestly just 
so rewarding because we were 
helping to prepare their hearts 
for the real transformation lat-
er on. I know it sounds super 
cliché but my experience tru-
ly was life-changing for me. No 
matter how much I explain, give 
every detail, or show every pic-
ture, no one can really under-
stand or truly fathom what 
we or the people we encoun-
tered experienced.”
For others, J-term was an 
opportunity to explore new 
courses on campus. Freshman 
Cooper Wild did exactly that 
by taking a ceramics course. 
He wrote:  
“I decided to enroll in ceram-
ics because I needed a partici-
pation in the arts credit, and I 
heard that the class was a lot 
of fun. As someone who nev-
er had experience in ceram-
ics, I was worried that I would 
struggle. However, the class 
was very well taught, and it 
was easy to create the required 
pieces. We made items such 
as mugs, pencil holders, and 
bottles. After we created the 
Taylor shares what 
they know about love
Leah Ryg
Life and Times Editor
 Another Valentine’s Day has 
come and gone. Many people 
seem to struggle when it comes 
to relationships. Our culture has 
morphed love into Instagram 
engagement competitions, 
wedding hashtags and honey-
moon travel photographs. So, 
how do we know what love is? 
How do we make it last?
I thought I would see what 
some people around Taylor Uni-
versity have to say about dating, 
marriage and all things love. I 
asked people in different stages 
of life a few questions. Here are 
their answers: 
Questions:
How wouldyou define love?
What would be an ideal date?
How do/did you know they 
are “the one?” 
 Jourdan Lehman | Single
“Love is not just a feeling, 
but an action that you have to 
choose to participate in daily.” 
“My drem date would be to 
first we will go make dinner 
with Guy Fieri and eat with him. 
After that, we will head to a se-
cluded park and Justin Bieber 
will be there and he will give 
us a private concert under the 
stars. Then we will hop on his 
private jet with him and spend 
the night in Rome. All my favor-
ite things in one.”
“I think when I see him loving 
God first and others second be-
fore loving himself.” 
Hannah Sargent | Engaged
“I define love as two parts. 
Desiring union with the be-
loved and desiring the best for 
the beloved. I think of “there is 
no greater love than this that a 
man would lay down their life 
for someone else.” So selfless-
ness, listening, encouraging 
and the fruit of the spirit is a 
really good active way to prac-
tice loving.”
“My favorite date post-high 
school was when Joe ( fiancé) 
got into medical school, I sur-
prised him with a day in Indi-
anapolis. We watched a movie 
and spent some time with his 
family and went out to eat at a 
nice restaurant. I just like cele-
brating him. At this point what 
makes a good date is getting to 
spend time with him. No mat-
ter what we are doing it is fun. 
The most fun part of even a fan-
cy date is that it’s comfortable 
and you just feel at home.” 
“I knew that I thought I want-
ed to marry Joe when I was 
eight, but I knew I really want-
ed to marry him when we had 
gone through big life transitions 
together. We had both gone 
through tough life events and I 
was impressed by his consisten-
cy and love for God, me and oth-
ers. It was less of one defining 
moment and more of a bunch 
of small admirable moments. ”
Bill Ringenberg | Married for 
58 years 
“Valentine’s Day focuses 
upon romantic love. This 
is a very important, usu-
ally common, but not 
absolutely necessary 
component of marital 
love.  What is an even 
more important, some-
what less common, but vi-
tal component of marital love 
is a mutual commitment to the 
welfare of one another — and 
to the institution of marriage. 
Good marriages work through 
problems over which less com-
mitted marriages dissolve.”
“Common interests also make 
marriage easier. An ideal date 
would involve sitting together, 
holding hands while enjoying 
something inspiring and ex-
cellent about God’s creation, 
whether it be the beauties of 
nature, human excellence in 
music, drama, or film, or a well-
honed athletic team working to-
gether toward a common goal.” 
“We met in my first teaching 
position after graduating from 
Taylor. Leo High School was the 
Community School in my family 
home area. It, like Becky’s home 
community of Berne, Indiana, 
was a historic, nineteenth-cen-
tury Swiss Mennonite immi-
grant settlement. The more 
a couple has in common, the 
easier it is for initial romantic 
interest to develop into a per-
manent partnership. Taylor 
couples have an advantage in 
this respect.”
Love isn’t just about feelings, 
it’s about action. Be aware of 
how you act and how the peo-
ple you love act.
This type of selfless love 
doesn’t just apply 
to romantic relationships. We 
can love friends, family and ev-
eryone around us with this love. 
As Christians, we have the 
best book of instructions—the 
Bible—and the perfect exam-
ple of unconditional love—love 
from God that we don’t deserve. 
If we look to Him as our exam-
ple, we can 
know exactly what the defini-
tion if love is: “Love is patient, 
love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. 
It does not dishonor others, it 
is not self-seeking, it is not eas-
ily angered, it keeps no record 
of wrongs. Love does not de-
light in evil but rejoices with 
the truth.  It always 
protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres,” reads 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7.
If we concentrate on loving 
people according to the exam-
ple Christ gives us, we don’t 
have to worry about hashtags 
or honeymoons, we know we 







If you are interested in 
spending time with someone 
who has a contagious laugh, 
quotes funny movies, and 
can play Careless Whisper 
for you on the saxophone, 




He loves skydiving and 
long walks on the beach...
TheWeekly
 Students tell their stories of J Term 2020
Sophomore Baylee Coburn smiles on her Lighthouse trip to Uganda.
Sophomore Elizabeth Magallanes poses by the lake in Central Asia.
Photograph by Mariah Hurst























































7 5 8 9 1 3 4 2 6
3 4 6 8 2 7 9 5 1
2 9 1 5 6 4 7 3 8
8 7 3 4 9 1 2 6 5
5 6 2 3 7 8 1 4 9
9 1 4 6 5 2 3 8 7
4 3 9 1 8 5 6 7 2
6 8 7 2 3 9 5 1 4
1 2 5 7 4 6 8 9 3
STR8TS
No. 1403 Medium
6 7 4 3
7 6 8 5 1 3 2
8 9 7 2 6 4 5 3
9 8 3 5 2 4
5 2 3 4 6 7
1 2 8 7 6
1 2 4 8 7 6 9 5
2 3 4 5 6 8 7







How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.
Previous solution - Easy
SUDOKU
To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.
For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org
If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com
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5 1 2 8 9 7 4 6 3
4 9 6 3 5 2 1 7
6 3 1 4 2 5 8 9
7 5 2 6 8 9 3 4
2 4 6 3 5 9 1 7 8
3 8 9 7 1 4 6 2 5
8 7 5 4 2 3 9 1
1 2 4 9 7 3 8 5 6
9 6 3 5 8 1 7 4 2
STR8TS
No. 1413 Tough
5 6 2 3 4 1
8 7 4 3 5
9 7 8 4 6 5 3 2
7 6 5 4 1 2 3
8 9 3 5 1 2 4
4 5 3 2 8 7
3 1 4 2 7 6 8
4 3 2 1 9 8 7





How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.
Previous solution - Medium
SUDOKU
To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.
For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org
If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next i sue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com
No. 1413 Medium Previous solution - Very HardHow to beat Str8ts –Like Sudoku, no single num-
ber can repeat in any row or 
column. But...
rows and columns are 
divided by black squares into 
compartments. These need 
to be filled in with numbers 
that complete a ‘straight’. A 
straight is a set of numbers 
with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues 
in black cells remove that 
n mber as an option in that 
row and column, and are not 
part of any straight. Glance 



















































7 5 8 9 1 3 4 2 6
3 4 6 8 2 7 9 5 1
2 9 1 5 6 4 7 3 8
8 7 3 4 9 1 2 6 5
5 6 2 3 7 8 1 4 9
9 1 4 6 5 2 3 8 7
4 3 9 1 8 5 6 7 2
6 8 7 2 3 9 5 1 4
1 2 5 7 4 6 8 9 3
STR8TS
No. 1403 Medium
6 7 4 3
7 6 8 5 1 3 2
8 9 7 2 6 4 5 3
9 8 3 5 2 4
5 2 3 4 6 7
1 2 8 7 6
1 2 4 8 7 6 9 5
2 3 4 5 6 8 7







How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.
Previous solution - Easy
SUDOKU
To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.
For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org
If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com



















































7 9 2 8 6 3 1 5 4
5 1 3 4 7 2 9 8 6
4 6 8 9 5 1 3 2 7
1 7 4 3 2 6 8 9 5
6 3 9 5 1 8 7 4 2
2 8 5 7 4 9 6 1 3
8 5 6 2 9 7 4 3 1
3 2 7 1 8 4 5 6 9
9 4 1 6 3 5 2 7 8
STR8TS
No. 1411 Easy
6 5 1 2 7 8
5 4 2 3 1 6 7
3 4 1 2 8 9
2 3 7 6 9 8
3 6 5 8 4 7 2
2 1 9 8 3 5 4
8 7 9 2 4 3
9 8 7 5 3 4 1







How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.
Previous solution - Tough
SUDOKU
To complete Sudoku, fill the 
board by entering numbers 1 to 9 
such that each row, column and 
3x3 box contains every number 
uniquely.
For many strategies, hints and 
tips, visit www.sudokuwiki.org
If you like Str8ts check out our 
books, iPhone/iPad Apps and 
much more on our store.The solutions will be published here in the next issue.You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com
No. 1411 Tough Previous solution - Medium
To complete Sudoku, fill the board by entering num-
bers 1 to 9 such that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.
For many strategies, hints and tips, visit www.sudo-
kuwiki.org
Indiana is the first state to have a 
chapel in its state capitol. It was built 






cancelling all of my “friends” who 
let me say prosecuted instead of 
persecuted, not just yesterday night 
during the closing prayer in chapel, 
but ALSO this morning !! do u not 
understand that i am An Idiot and 
Need Help ?? thanks for nothing 
#tayloru
Abigail Franklin @itmebugail
Hey #tayloru I think it’s time we talk 
about the perpetual fruit carnage 
outside Wengatz - like what?? 
Why?? It’s always there?? I’m already 




bless the professors who’s 
syllabi don’t auto download from 
blackboard. no need for 400 copies of 
IAS495 in my downloads. #tayloru
Rachel Knight @knightbookworm
Hey #tayloru why am I already 
drowning in homework? It’s week 2.
sara wolf @saranohwolf
“it’s not like they can catch me.” –my 
roommate leaving the dining hall with 
2 bananas when we’re only allowed 
to take 1 piece of fruit to go #tayloru
T. D’Souza @tj_dsouza
This semester, two out of three of 
my Computer Science courses have 
more female students than male 
students on the roster. I’m pretty 
proud of the #TaylorU CSE women for 
taking over Euler this year.
Madi Williams @MadiMoose_
You know it’s good weather when you 
spot 5 couples walking the loop in 5 
minutes #tayloru
6A&E
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 ‘Light in the Piazza’ addresses the tensions surrounding love
Stellar cast tells important Christian story in ‘Just Mercy’
Art exhibit puts a spotlight on the overlooked




Taylor University Lyric Theatre’s 
production of “The Light in the 
Piazza” over the weekend is a 
testament to how the unexpect-
ed can feel relevant. 
Set in Florence, Italy in the 
1950s, this story follows an 
American woman and her 
daughter as they spend the sum-
mer in Florence. The daughter, 
Clara, falls in love at first sight 
with a young Italian boy named 
Fabrizio. Because Clara is young 
and has some unexplained men-
tal illness due to a childhood ac-
cident, her mother intercedes 
to help Clara make sense of the 
situation. Meanwhile, Fabrizio’s 
Italian family likewise involves 
themselves and chaos ensues. 
While this seems like a fun 
plot of crossed wires and zany 
misunderstandings, it would be 
a mistake to lose the underlying 
Film shows Stevenson’s 
fight for justice            
Ethan Rice
Staff Writer
“The opposite of poverty is not 
wealth. I don’t believe that. I ac-
tually think, in too many places, 
the opposite of poverty is justice.”
These are the words of Bry-
an Stevensen, portrayed by Mi-
chael B. Jordan in “Just Mercy.” 
Stevenson, an American lawyer, 
is the founder of the Equal Jus-
tice Initiative (EJI), a non-profit 
organization that provides legal 
representation to prisoners who 
may have been wrongfully con-
victed, unable to afford a good 
lawyer or otherwise sentenced 
without a fair trial. As of August 
2016, the EJI had saved 125 men 
from the death penalty.
The film, based on Stevenson’s 
memoir of the same title, focuses 
on the case that catapulted Ste-
venson and his team to national 
attention. Jamie Foxx plays Wal-
ter McMillian, a man wrongful-
ly convicted of murder based on 
coerced testimony and sentenced 
to death, despite a jury recom-
mendation of a life sentence.
Deftly directed by Destin Dan-
iel Cretton, “Just Mercy” boasts 
an all-star cast in telling this sto-
ry at a time when criminal justice 
tension that drives the story. 
“It is a drama rather than a 
comedy, but the content is fre-
quently humorous, particular-
ly in the misunderstandings 
between American and Italian 
points of view,” said Conor An-
gell, associate professor of music.
Written in the 21st century 
and making its Broadway debut 
in 2005, the show contains many 
unprecedented elements be-
cause of its modern composition. 
reform becomes an ever-more 
prescient issue in America. Jor-
dan and Foxx are joined by Brie 
Larson, Rob Morgan, Tim Blake 
Nelson, Rafe Spall and O’Shea 
Jackson Jr.
The audience is engaged in a 
straight-forward and concise re-
telling of the case, starting with 
McMillian’s arrest and following 
Stevenson’s long battle to achieve 
his client’s freedom. Along the 
way, we also witness the stories 
of several other inmates unfold, 
The first of these elements is a 
sort of distraction from the un-
derlying story.
“On the surface it seems like 
it is a love at first sight, Romeo 
and Julie,” said sophomore Han-
nah Embree. “But the layers that 
emerge from the show are really 
interesting and make you think.” 
Not only are the couple the 
central figures in the play, but 
the American mother also 
plays a major role. According to 
including one who was finally 
acquitted by the United States 
Supreme Court in 2015 after 28 
years on death row.
The direction takes a simple 
approach, letting the power of 
the story carry itself and putting 
a spotlight on its exceptionally 
talented cast. Jordan proves yet 
again why he’s one of the fast-
est rising stars of his generation, 
taking command of every scene 
he’s in. Foxx delivers an inverse 
strength as a painfully broken 
This musical is also unprece-
dented in theme. Not only does 
this production deal with themes 
of love and family, but it also dis-
cusses mental illness. The audi-
ence never hears Clara’s point of 
view. They are left to wonder and 
watch as they witness the rest of 
the cast react and interact with 
her. 
This is not to say she is un-
empathetic — to watch Clara’s 
hands shake is to look down 
and see your own quivering in 
agreement. Hearts soar as the 
mother walks in behind her to 
the church where she will be 
married, singing a reprise of the 
titular song. 
“That is what the audience 
should really look for, where 
(Clara) starts and where she 
finishes because it is polar op-
posite and it is a beautiful char-
acter arc,” Jones said. 
Although Clara’s story is par-
tially about mental health, it is 
also about an obsession with 
the idea of normal and the hu-
manity that is sacrificed when 
people’s value is staked on what 
is considered average.
At its most vulnerable mo-
ments, the production was ten-
der and finespun. At its most 
lighthearted, it shone.
Well-acted and well-sung, the 
show told a story that moved 
audiences even to tears and left 
only the regret that it was over. 
“Light in the Piazza” ran from 
Feb. 14–16.
echo@taylor.edu
“Out of Sight” blends 
light and color 
Mer Fenton 
Staff Writer
In Assistant Professor of Art Laura 
Stevenson’s new exhibition “Out of 
Sight,” she illuminates the lives of 
societies that are often overlooked 
with her art.
Through interactive RGB-lit 
shadow box concepts and vivid 
relief sculptures, Stevenson offers 
a fascinating narrative on what is 
uncovered when looking at the 
world through different cultur-
al lenses.
Stevenson has always had a fas-
cination with those who went un-
seen, and the metaphoric use of 
shining light on a situation. 
“When I think about the com-
plexity of any culture, I think it 
lends itself well to the broader 
concepts in the work,” she said. 
“My grad school work grew out 
of an ongoing interest in cap-
turing light and using it . . . to 
condense what I observed into 
simpler forms.”
In three different installations, 
Stevenson worked with her hus-
band Eric and Assistant Profes-
sor of Art Ryan James to program 
lights to reveal various messag-
es and images when illuminated 
under different colored lights. 
The creative liberty that Ste-
venson gave to others did not end 
with the behind-the-scenes work 
of “Out of Sight.” Opening night 
featured a live, interactive perfor-
mance that involved another one 
of her pieces, “Beyond Us.”
After contacting Tracy Man-
ning, assistant professor of the-
atre arts, about whether students 
would be interested in being a 
part of a performance piece, Ste-
venson stepped back and let the 
freshman Kati Jones, this is what 
distinguishes this musical from 
others. Many musicals have a 
love story, but few take the time 
to focus on the familial relation-
ships that mark many people’s 
lives. 
Ev en th e  mu si c  i t se l f 
is different.
“Its musical style is eclectic, 
referencing elements of operat-
ic writing as well as jazz and pop-
ular music,” Angell said. 
man looking to stand tall in the 
face of impossible odds. Larson 
rounds out the three primary 
roles with a compelling perfor-
mance as Eva Ansley, Stevenson’s 
assistant, but her character is giv-
en the least to work with. 
Beyond the bright sheen of 
the stars however, the support-
ing characters steal the show. A 
post-credits video of Ralph My-
ers, the inmate whose testimo-
ny the conviction hinged on, 
highlights how spot-on Nelson’s 
actors decide where to take the 
performance. 
The ten students involved then 
developed their piece through an 
etude process. Although normally 
used with a script, an etude allows 
for actors to explore performance 
in a new way each time, through 
small scripts and varying actions. 
This not only offered a unique 
practice for the student perform-
ers but also allowed for Steven-
son’s piece to speak for itself. 
During the gallery opening on 
Friday, Feb. 7, six of the students 
presented their work. As they in-
teracted with what initially ap-
peared to be a wall, they explored 
ideas of community, isolation 
and trading cultures. Slowly they 
pulled the wall apart from either 
side and rebuilt it into a table with 
chairs. 
“Watching the actors breaking 
down those barriers and learning 
shared words to understand each 
other’s language was fascinating,” 
said freshman Sarah Wordhouse. 
“The wall slowly turned into this 
beautiful colorful piece that they 
sat at together”.
Wordhouse was intrigued by 
how the messages of the perfor-
mance enhanced the questions 
that the exhibit asked, and add-
ed another layer of interactive art. 
In the gallery, a video of one of 
their performances plays on a TV 
next to the piece. 
“This was something new for all 
involved,” Stevenson said. “But it 
has been exciting and rewarding 
to see what the students have 
done with the work and the 
creative efforts of the arts in a 
broader scope than just my in-
dividual work as a visual artist.” 
Much of the work displayed 
came after a two-week inter-
national fellowship in China, 
in June 2018. While reading in 
preparation for the trip, Steven-
son started to consider how mul-
tifaceted the realities of Chinese 
culture were. These thoughts 
about layers led to ideas about 
art under different lighting. 
A lot of these explorations 
created questions for the view-
er. Senior Kelley Hershberger ex-
plored some of these questions 
in a poem she read during the 
gallery opening on Feb. 7. 
“What are the chances that my 
neighbor is my nightmare in hu-
man flesh? / What if my neigh-
bor is the one that opposes me? / 
And my thoughts and my convic-
tions that I hold so dear?” 
Despite all the questions 
raised, Stevenson has asserted 
that she does not seek to provide 
an answer in her work. Rather, 
she hopes that through her work, 
she can lead others to examine 
these questions from new angles. 
The exhibition will be shown 
in Metcalf Gallery until Feb. 27
echo@taylor.edu
Photograph by  Mer Fenton
Students are able to interact with exhibits like “Who is my Neighbor & Who is my Neighbor.”
Photograph by Tim Hudson















Feb. 28 & 29 – 7:30 p.m.
Mar. 6 & 7 – 7:30 p.m.








Feb. 7 – Feb. 29
The Bridge
““Just Mercy boasts an all-star 
cast in telling this story at a time 
when criminal justice reform 
becomes an ever-more prescient 
issue in America.”
Stellar cast tells important 
Christian story in ‘Just Mercy’
Photograph provided by  Games Radar
 Bryan Stevenson (Michael B. Jordan) fights to save his client (Jamie Foxx) from the death penalty. 
portrayal is.
Meanwhile Morgan, as death 
row inmate Herbert Richard-
son, delivers perhaps the most 
powerful performance of the 
whole film, showcasing the 
magic that can happen when a 
film does not get so caught up 
in its leads that it lets the other 
stories it’s telling slip through 
the cracks.
It’s a shame that this film was 
so woefully overlooked this past 
awards season, as it is exactly 
the sort of movie that deserves 
that recognition. It also de-
serves support from the church 
community, as the story of a 
prominent Christian hero fight-
ing on the frontlines of Gospel 
work in America today. The film 
addresses Stevenson’s faith sub-
tly, making it inextricable from 
his character but never feeling 
like it’s stopped to “preach,” an 
admirable accomplishment.
Thankfully, “Just Mercy” is 
still available in local theaters, 
continuing to offer the oppor-
tunity to see an expertly crafted 
telling of a crucially important 
story. Above all else, by telling 
these stories, the film hopes to 
not only shine a spotlight on 
one man’s fight for justice, but 








Uncle Bobby sat down across from 
me at our kitchen table before 
I could get up to help my moth-
er, who was passive-aggressive-
ly cleaning the kitchen. She had 
spent the night hosting Thanks-
giving for forty of our relatives 
and was annoyed at the handful 
of primarily drunk remaining vis-
itors. This of course included Un-
cle Bobby, a man one of my sisters 
always said was “good-looking for 
his age,” something I not only dis-
agreed with but did not know we 
were allowed to say.
Soon after he sat down, my 
cousins (his son and daughter) 
joined the table with two chairs 
separating them from their fa-
ther. When another drunk uncle 
and his wife found chairs on ei-
ther side of me, I braced myself 
for the questions I knew were 
coming. 
I was home from college and 
the long, late-blooming awkward 
stage I endured was easing up. My 
three older siblings had tolerated 
the regular holiday interrogations 
about school, dating, and their 
futures with grace. So I figured it 
was a rite of passage to answer the 
same questions over and over.




“Don’t guys ask you out?” 
I looked around at my father, 
who was sitting in his favorite 
chair in the living room. He was 
reading something, which might 
have been his way of silently tell-
ing people to leave already. 
“I don’t know, sometimes,” I 
replied. 
“I mean, you’re pretty enough 
for guys to ask you out.” We 
seemed to have slightly different 
ideas of a compliment. I forced a 
laugh and his teenage daughter 
shifted uncomfortably in her seat.
“Do you have a roommate?” 
he continued.
“Yeah.”
“Doesn’t she bring guys back to 
the room?”
Unsure why he wasn’t letting 
this go, I tried to explain that I at-
tended a Christian school with 
“open house” hours. One of the 
few benefits being that I don’t of-
ten worry about coming back to 
more than one nakey person at a 
time. 
“Ohhh, you’re a Christian? So, 
you’re all pure or something,” he 
turned to Billy, “I’d have another 
beer, but I don’t wanna offend the 
little Christian.”
He shot me a look of disgust 
before my usually-talkative Uncle 
Billy finally attempted to come 
to the rescue, “Ay, Bobby, we’re all 
Christians here.” 
It was amazing to me how little 
someone I had known my whole 
life actually knew about me. Sure, I 
could overlook the annual calling-
me-my-sister’s-name thing and 
the occasional drink spill, but the 
last thing I ever wanted to come 
across as was a self-righteous or 
judgmental person. 
So, I bit the insides of my cheeks, 
shook my head, and in an oddly 
high-pitched voice, said, “Oh, no, 
I don’t care. Really, it’s not because 
of any particular reason, I just ha-
ven’t dated yet.”
Apparently, that was an unsat-
isfactory answer. He was staring 
hard at me with pink, glossy eyes. 
“Do you even like boys?”
I felt my face getting hot. There 
was a long silence at the table. 
Apologetic looks from my cousins. 
My aunt quietly fuming bedside 
me. An emotionless expression 
on my dad, still reading, or pre-
tending to.
“I guess I wouldn’t know, would 
I.” 
Finally escaping my captivi-
ty, I got up to have a small cry in 
my childhood bedroom. I tried 
to remind myself how my un-
cle had no way of knowing I was 
already terrified I was a 20-year-
old woman girl incapable of hav-
ing a healthy relationship. That I 
had thrown up before, after, and 
during time alone with guys. 
He didn’t know that no matter 
how nice or nonthreatening the 
guy, how casual it was, how much I 
rationally told myself it was no big 
deal to like a guy or (God-forbid) 
have one like me back, my body 
would react like it was in the ut-
most danger. He still doesn’t. 
But he does know that he was 
unfaithful to his wife for years. And 
he knows that we all know that. 
And, at the time, I desperately 
wanted him to know the only rea-
son I was behaving myself was be-
cause his two kids were watching 
him, embarrassed, silently begging 
him to shut up and let them drive 
him home. 
My dad had no way of knowing 
either. “Oh, he was so drunk, he 
didn’t mean what he was saying,” 
he told me after reiterating how 
oversensitive I have always been. 
In all fairness, he was probably 
right. It was such a small, seem-
ingly insignificant event in my life, 
and it feels silly for something to 
remain burned into my memo-
ry that the person who caused it 
didn’t even remember the next 
day. 
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‘Do You Even Like Boys?’ A CNF flash piece
I am a senior English major 
from Northville, Michigan. 
I wrote this piece to include 
it in my creative writing 
portfolio for capstone this 
past J-Term. While I had 
initially set out to create 
a humorous and primar-
ily fictional collection of 
short stories, I discovered a 
theme in my nonfiction: my 
family’s impact on me. I was 
reflecting on my position 
as the youngest of four in 
a confident and impressive 
family. My portfolio touches 
on the consequences of 
ignoring my childhood 
anxieties with titles such 
as “Growing Up Throwing 
Up” and “A Letter to My 
Big Brother/Third Parent.” 
I think this piece subtly 
addresses those themes in a 
way many Taylor students 
can also relate to.  
Author bio
This large charcoal drawing, 
which I completed in the 
spring of my sophomore year, 
is the first piece of a growing 
body of works which explore 
how patterns of thinking, 
perceiving and interpersonal/
relational being — partic-
ularly those that manifest 
themselves in childhood — 
affect our perception of our 
current reality, especially in 
regards to our perception of 
(and relationship to) God, 
who is Ultimate Reality 
himself. Consequently, im-
ages of marriage, childbirth, 
childhood and nuclear family 
appear often in my work.
This particular piece was 
heavily influenced by the 
writings of 12th century 
anchoress and theologian, 
Julian of Norwich. Julian 
is credited with being one 
of the first theologians to 
call Christ our Mother. The 
voices of Julian and other 
great female mystics of the 
Church continue to influence 
and enrich my work as an 
artist as well as my worship 
as a believer. 
echo@taylor.edu
Artist bio
The following poems are 
explorations, abstractions 
and observations of human 
emotions and interactions 
which continually fascinate 
me. I am drawn to the theme 
of aloneness in my art and 
in my writing, especially the 
feeling of being alone that we 
can experience when we are 
physically with other people. 
In my opinion, it is import-
ant to understand ourselves 
when we are alone in order 




Studio art: The Vine and the BranchPoetry: Ben Kiers
Fine arts is a new addition to The Echo. It exists to 
give an individual spotlight to the individual voic-
es on Taylor’s campus. Submissions of all forms of 
prose, poetry, art and photography are now open.  




I wonder what it feels like
To not be scared;




Certain that a breath too deep
Or a start






My face deep in my towel
I hesitate
Hiding from the caustic light
Of bathroom fixtures
 
Rebirthed a thousand times
In steel and mirrors
Around me. 
I want nothing more
 
Than to keep myself 
There 
In restful ignorance 
Of the standard 
 
Wattage, weight, job, just
Let me be, before
This towel begins 
To suffocate.
The door next to mine
 The door next to mine 
Was a home for me, when
Returning late with little to offer
I looked to be filled
 
With honey-blessed lights and 
Wafts of sandalwood that gar-
nished








Into that bunker, built by
The ease of your lips and
The tapping of your
Tongue on the roof
 
Of your mouth,
Words laid down and 







and our cultural divide
Perhaps no theological work has 
influenced Taylor more than Di-
etrich Bonhoeffer’s classic “Life 
Together.” 
A rich and practical reflec-
tion on the essence of Chris-
tian community, the book is the 
namesake and a significant in-
spiration for Taylor’s Life To-
gether Covenant. The wisdom 
of Bonhoeffer warrants revisit-
ing all of these years later, partic-
ularly since some of the themes 
in “Life Together” are more rel-
evant than ever. 
A major theme of the book is 
that genuine “Christian commu-
nity . . . is a spiritual and not an 
emotional reality.” A spiritual com-
munity is based in truth, while an 
emotional community is based in 
desire. Bonhoeffer unpacks this 
crucial distinction as follows. 
“In the spiritual community, 
the Spirit rules; in the emotional 
community, psychological tech-
niques and methods.” 
Spiritual community is 
marked by mutual service in 
the pursuit of truth while re-
specting others’ boundaries 
and promoting “the freedom of 
Christians under the Word.” By 
contrast, emotional communi-
ties are not primarily interested 
in truth or mutual service but 
rather truth is seen as relative, 
personal boundaries are not 
respected and emotional con-
nection is sought but not actu-
al service. 
Finally, Bonhoeffer notes that 
while spiritual community is 
“I felt it was my duty to help students 
understand the candidates in Taylor terms.” 





At a primarily conservative 
evangelical school, it might 
be difficult for people to learn 
about the Democratic prima-
ry candidates in a safe, unbi-
ased and accessible manner. 
As a co-founder of the Under-
ground Democratic Group 
(UDG) at Taylor University, I 
felt it was my duty to help stu-
dents understand the candi-
dates in Taylor terms. 
Joe Biden
Biden was Obama’s Vice 
President and he’s been the 
front runner in the nation-
al polls since the start. His 
platform pretty much boils 
down to these two factors. He 
sort of bombed the Iowa cau-
cus, but in reality who cares 
about Iowa? If you’re into old, 
straight white males running 
the country the same way as 
always, he would be an excel-
lent choice. One point worth 
considering is that according 
to the Wall Street Journal, in 
1976 Biden voted for the Hyde 
Amendment which “ bans 
federal funding for abortion”. 
Interesting.
How he might fit in on cam-
pus? He’d probably be super 
liberal on Instagram because 
it’s trendy, but he’d secretly be 
writing for Res Publica. 
When asked to describe 
Biden in one word, junior Jed 
Barber said, “old.”
Michael Bloomberg 
If you like billionaire pres-
idents, Bloomberg might be 
your guy. With a net worth 
of $61 billion (about 20 times 
Trump’s net worth) accord-
ing to Forbes Magazine, he’s 
donated roughly $8 billion 
to promote sane gun con-
trol, sustainability practices 
and other philanthropic en-
deavors. He was a Republican 
when he served as the mayor 
of New York City, so he may be 
the moderate you’re looking 
for. Cons? He supported Stop-
and-Frisk. Campaigns like de-
mocracy are for sale.
Where you might find him 
around Taylor : Grains and 
Grill regularly. Front row at Si-
lent Night with the other big 
donors. 
When asked to describe 
Bloomberg in one word, se-
nior Davis O’Leary said, 
“pragmatic.” 
Pete Buttigieg
Buttigieg is sort of like Zac 
Effron in HS Musical. I can’t 
help but ask, “What can’t this 
guy do?” 
He’s a Democrat in a red 
state. He was in the Marines. 
He was a Rhodes Scholar. He’s 
a devout Episcopalian and he’s 
the first openly gay presiden-
tial candidate. Some might 
say he’s the full package, but 
even Troy Bolton got dumped. 
Since this is a wholly unbiased 
article, I’ll offer at least one 
con for Buttigieg: wine. Noth-
ing says, “the corporations 
own me” like the $900 bottles 
of wine that were served at his 
campaign fundraiser, but hey 
we all have our vices.
Where you might find him 
on campus: Gethsemane 
Church. Honors Guild, but a 
little too proud of it. 
Amy Klobuchar
Amy is the candidate I’m 
least familiar with, but she 
came in 5th place in Iowa 
which was a strong finish. 
Hailing from Minnesota, she 
often plays the blue-collar 
card when she’s really from a 
wealthy suburb. It’s similar to 
here when students say, “I’m 
from Chicago” when the stu-
dent is actually from Whea-
ton. However, she has the 
midwest charm and grit that’s 
appealing. 
Where you might find her 
on campus: Asking questions 
after class is over. 
Bernie Sanders
In college, Bernie got arrest-
ed for participating in a Civil 
Rights March in Chicago, put-
ting him on the right side of 
history. He’s anti-greed, an-
ti-establishment, anti-corrup-
tion, and he’s fighting against 
xenophobia, homophobia, 
racism and sexism. He re-
minds me of another Jewish 
man that we all know and 
love. Bernie’s one con is that 
he passionately cares for the 
poor and working-class, which 
is traditionally unpopular with 
the bourgeoisie. 
Where you might find him 
at Taylor: Solving poverty in 
Grant County. Eliminating 
Taylor’s deficit. On a pick-a-
date with that girl you like. 
Photograph provided by Sander van der Wel
Many people suffer from SAD without realizing it.
Photograph by Hannah Waltz
Dr. Spiegel engages in a discussion with two students.
diagnosed medically. Accord-
ing to Mayo Clinic, primary 
causes of SAD come from re-
duced levels of serotonin, mel-
atonin, and sunlight exposure. 
These chemical changes can be 
identified through blood tests. 
If you know someone who 
has shown or is showing signs 
of SAD, encourage them to look 
for treatment. 
“Getting bloodwork done 
is a good solution,” Schamber 
said. “Light therapy is another 
good solution to SAD. We have 
two therapy lamps available in 
the counseling center for any-
one to use.”
Therapy lamps are a sun-
light-simulant, intended to 
give the human body that cer-
tain amount of sunlight that it 
may be lacking. 
Edwards has a positive view 
on the use of therapy lamps, 
but also encourages other solu-
tions outside of light therapy. 
“SAD can be effectively treat-
ed and may include light ther-
apy which involves sitting in 
front of a light therapy box,” 
Edwards said. “Counseling 
can effectively treat SAD so 
if you feel you have symp-
toms of SAD, seek the help of 
a trained professional.”
Edwards also lists spending 
time outside, antidepressant 
medications, increased exer-
cise, healthy eating, staying 
connected, volunteering and 
counseling as viable solutions. 
So how can we help as 
a community?
Be on the lookout for symp-
toms of SAD in yourself and 
friends. Running with the sta-
tistics on the subject, you like-
ly know someone who suffers 
from it. 
A lack of interest in events, 
increased sleepiness, changes 
in sleeping patterns and dras-
tic changes in appetite are key 
tells in identifying SAD. Don’t 
let yourself or others suffer 
alone with this disorder. Al-
though SAD and various types 
of depression can be sensitive 
topics to discuss, our job as a 
Christian body is to care for 
one another. 
echo@taylor.edu




According to Psychology 
Today, 10 million Americans 
struggle with seasonal affec-
tive disorder. 
Jenny Schamber, interim di-
rector of Taylor’s Counseling 
Center, points out that this 
disorder is very relevant to to-
day’s society and is more than 
just feeling “bummed out.”
“It’s very different than just 
having the ‘winter blues,’” 
Schamber said. “Someone 
who is experiencing this dis-
order is struggling with a type 
of depression.”
Seasonal affective disorder 
(SAD) is a condition with de-
pression-like symptoms and, 
as the name implies, is more 
common in some seasons than 
in others. It has largely to do 
with the amount of sunlight 
one is exposed to throughout 
the day. If you’ve ever spent 
a February day at Taylor, you 
know that sunlight is some-
times a rare privilege. 
Statistically speaking, SAD 
affects six percent of the Amer-
ican population. Apply that 
statistic to Taylor’s student 
body and you come out with 
roughly 120 students strug-
gling with it. 
Such a small student body 
means that it’s likely that if 
you don’t struggle with SAD, 
then you at least know some-
one firsthand who does. 
Laura Edwards, assistant 
professor of psychology, is 
very familiar with the symp-
toms and effects of SAD. 
“SAD . . . is a type of depres-
sion that’s linked to a biochem-
ical imbalance in the brain 
prompted by shorter daylight 
hours and less sunlight in win-
ter,” Edwards said. “Symptoms 
vary from mild to severe and 
may include feelings of sadness 
or depressed mood, experienc-
ing a marked loss of interest or 
pleasure in activities that once 
brought joy and satisfaction, 
changes in appetite and sleep, 
low energy, feeling hopeless, 
having trouble concentrating 
and may include thoughts of 
death and suicide.”
Most causes of SAD can be 
A look into the policies of politicians
Elizabeth Warren
Senator Warren takes the 
progressive stance on many is-
sues including wealth inequal-
ity, environment, prison reform 
and healthcare. She taught at a 
law school and it seems like she 
never turned off lecture mode. 
Overall, a pretty well-liked can-
didate on the Democratic side, 
except when she stretched 
the truth about being Native 
American. 
Where you might find her 
on campus: Geek room. 
Andrew Yang
Undoubtedly the most 
meme-able candidate for the 
democrats. He’s a tech entre-
preneur backed by all of Sil-
icon Valley, including Elon 
Musk. His big talking points 
are artificial intelligence and 
universal basic income. Uni-
versal basic income means 
each American over the age 
of 18 would receive $1000 
a month which would go a 
long way in Upland. He’s not 
polling that well, but he is 
an internet sensation. Goo-
gle Andrew Yang whip cream 
and tell me if he’s presi-
dent material.
Where you might find him 
on campus: Euler at 4 a.m. 
I hope this objective infor-
mation equips the student 
body to vote or abstain based 
on sound reason and trust-
worthy information. Thank 
you for reading. If anyone’s 
heart rate rose while read-
ing this, said person took this 
much more seriously than 
the author.
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characterized by “light”— agape 
love, service and the relentless 
pursuit of truth — emotion-
al love turns dark when its de-
sire is unfulfilled, even turning 
into personal “hatred, contempt, 
and slander.”
What a stark contrast! Obvi-
ously, as an intentional Christian 
community — and especially as 
an academic community — Tay-
lor should seek to be a spiritu-
al community, one that is based 
first and foremost in truth, 
which in turn motivates genu-
ine service and agape love. 
But this is particularly chal-
lenging when today such values 
are essentially counter-cultural. 
After all, the U.S. is nowadays a 
highly emotional society which 
has all of the traits identified by 
Bonhoeffer: truth is seen as rel-
ative, people are obsessed with 
psychological techniques; love 
is seen primarily as a means of 
self-fulfillment and when oth-
ers contradict our desires, we 
respond with hatred, contempt 
and slander.
As I have been reflecting on 
Bonhoeffer’s distinction be-
tween two kinds of communi-
ties, it has occurred to me that 
his analysis has an even broader 
application today. Consider the 
deep cultural divide which has 
developed in our country in re-
cent years, often referred to as 
“political polarization.” 
Of course, this polarization is 
not merely political but is also 
moral, social and in some ways 
religious. This cultural divide 
might be accurately described as 
a tension between two concepts 
of community, and I think these 
at least roughly correspond to 
those described by Bonhoeffer. 
On the one hand, there are 
those who: (1) believe in moral 
absolutes, (2) are motivated by 
a sense of duty and the moral 
well-being of others, and (3) seek 
to reveal truth and expose false-
hood through rational discourse 
— the use of logic and evidence. 
In deep contrast to these folks 
are those who: (1) see moral 
truth as relative, (2) are moti-
vated by a desire to ease emo-
tional distress and create a sense 
of togetherness, and (3) seek to 
create emotional connections, 
particularly by appealing to per-
sonal experience.
These two general perspec-
tives are actually distinct phil-
osophical orientations which 
pervade much of Western so-
ciety. They are sometimes dis-
tinguished, respectively, as 
the “conservative-traditional” 
perspective and the “progres-
sive-postmodern” perspective. 
In any case (and regardless 
of the terms one uses to name 
them), these do appear to be 
fundamentally different view-
points or worldviews which are 
in deep tension in Western cul-
ture today. And they also appear 
at least roughly to correspond 
with the two perspectives on 
community described by Bon-
hoeffer in “Life Together.”
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the peo-
ple peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for 
a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
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Katie Sowers makes history
Trojans suffer losses, bounce back Wednesday
First female coach 
in the Super Bowl
Justin Chapman
Editor-in-chief
The Super Bowl — the height 
of NFL football on a stage so 
big around 100 million peo-
ple watched the game in some 
shape or form.
This male-dominated sport 
is an American favorite to men 
and women alike.
In fact, some women like the 
sport so much, they want to 
be in it. While no woman has 
played in the NFL, there are cur-
rently four female coaches in the 
league. Katie Sowers, the San 
Francisco 49ers offensive as-
sistant coach since 2017, is the 
first woman coach to be in the 
Super Bowl. Sowers is also the 
first openly gay coach to be in 
the Super Bowl.
The last person you think 
would be coaching in the NFL, 
right?
Sowers is a great example of 
someone accomplishing their 
dreams, despite the critics and 
the odds. Among all the heat the 
NFL and the 49ers have received 
in the past couple years, this is a 
bright spot.
If you disagree with Sowers 
being in the league, then think 
about when Sowers was a young 
girl. Ever since she was a child, 
she wanted to play professional 
football. What parent or sibling 
is going to turn down that young 
girl’s dream?
She thought she was good at 
football and she was. So good, 
she ended up playing football 
professionally for the Women’s 
Football Alliance.
The line of thought on why 
a woman couldn’t coach 
NFL football because of their 




Kobe Bryant’s passing on Jan. 26 
came as a shock to the world. 
Sunday afternoons everywhere 
were disrupted as the initial news 
reports made their way through 
social media to an audience in 
denial. 
No one was sure if the initial 
TMZ report of Bryant being in-
volved in a helicopter accident 
was true. Some dismissed it as 
a hoax, while others pleaded for 
the news to be fake or unfound-
ed. Then, confirmation came 
through television broadcasts 
and reputable news outlets. On 
Jan. 26, Kobe Bryant, his daugh-
ter Gianna Bryant, and seven 
others passed away in a helicop-
ter crash in Calabasas, California.
The biggest shock wasn’t the 
news though. It was the out-
pour of emotions surrounding 
the tragedy. 
What was the cause of all the 
emotions though? Was it the five 
championship rings and two 
gold medals? Was it his famous 
“mamba mentality”?
I’d argue it was none of that. 
The outflow of emotions wasn’t 
because people simply respected 
his greatness or tenacity on the 
court, it was because of Kobe 
Bryant’s impact. 
To put it simply, he began to 
transcend the sport that he loved 
so dearly.
Freshman basketball player 
Drew Bowman said that even 
though Bryant wasn’t one of his 
favorite players, he could see his 
love for basketball. 
“Just the way he loved the 
game is definitely something that 
impacted me,” Bowman said. 
inexperience in the sport doesn’t 
follow with Sowers. Obviously, 
the 49ers saw her and thought 
she was an asset to their team, 
so they hired her on to the staff.
Well, Taylor has a short, dis-
tant connection to Sowers.
The women’s basketball Head 
Coach Jody Martinez used to be 
the head coach at Bethel Col-
lege. During his time there, 
Bethel played against Goshen 
College, the team Sowers played 
basketball for.
While Martinez didn’t know 
her personally, he said he re-
members her being very athletic 
and having a strong work ethic.
“I think since I knew of her 
from her college days, I was 
more excited for her compared 
to if I had no connection,” Mar-
tinez said.
Bet you didn’t see that coming.
All this is to say that sports can 
be a positive influence in men 
and women’s lives. If a woman 
chooses football as her sport, 
why shouldn’t we celebrate her?
“Sports serve as an incred-
ible platform to build confi-
dence, self-esteem and overall 
Bowman said he could tell the 
news of Bryant’s death altered 
the mood around the basket-
ball team.
Men’s basketball Head Coach 
Josh Andrews recognized the 
impact Bryant had on everyone 
around the game, especially the 
generation he’s currently coach-
ing here at Taylor. 
“Many guys who are the age 
of our student-athletes would 
view Kobe as the face of the NBA 
during their childhood years,” 
Andrews said. “So many athletes 
admired the mamba mentality 
and the ferocious competitive 
spirit Kobe played with.”
Andrews said they discussed 
Bryant’s passing as a team, and 
could tell many of his players 
were saddened by the news. 
Bryant inspired others to dig 
deeper. His mentality on the 
court and in the practice facili-
ty encouraged those around him 
to work harder, but also became 
a symbol of hard work in all ar-
eas of life. 
That’s why Neymar, a soccer 
player, dedicated one of his goals 
in a game to Bryant. That’s why 
Spike Lee, a movie director, wore 
a custom suit to the Oscars in 
honor of Bryant. That’s why bas-
ketball courts across the world 
have been rebranded into trib-
utes to Bryant. That’s why NBA 
players like Indiana Pacers star 
Victor Oladipo — who had only 
ever talked to Bryant a few times 
— broke down in tears in his first 
game after Bryant’s death, just 
because of his impact. 
Oladipo repeatedly attributed 
his clutch game-tying shot in the 
game to the “mamba mentality,” 
and dedicated the shot to all the 
victims of the crash. 
Bryant wasn’t perfect though. 
We can’t dismiss the main stain 
on his career, which was the 2003 
Team hopes to finish 
strong down the stretch
Markus Miller
 Sports Editor
It has been over a year since the 
Taylor women’s basketball team 
dropped consecutive games, but 
after tough losses at the hands of 
10th-ranked University of Saint 
Francis and Grace College, that 
run is over. 
Taylor (24-3, 12-3) lost in over-
time to Grace (18-9, 9-6) on Feb. 5 
by a final score of 69-63. Then in a 
top-10 match-up with Saint Fran-
cis (21-5, 12-3) last Saturday, they 
struggled down the stretch los-
ing 78-64 in a game that felt clos-
er than the final score indicated. 
Against Saint Francis, the Tro-
jans managed to cut the deficit to 
54-58 early in the fourth period on 
a bucket from senior guard Syd-
ney Huffman. With the lead still 
at four later in the quarter, Saint 
Francis made consecutive threes, 
and kept Taylor off the board for 
nearly four minutes in the mid-
dle of the period, which proved 
enough to hold onto the victory. 
Huffman finished with 11 
points, four rebounds and four 
assists, with only one turnover. 
She currently stands at 21st in 
the NAIA in assist/turnover ratio 
at 2.04. Seniors Abby and Bec-
ca Buchs chipped in 16 and 14 
points, respectively. Sophomore 
Merideth Deckard came off the 
bench to score 16, 7 of which came 
from the charity stripe as she was 
aggressive in getting to the line. 
“We knew they had some 
weak defenders moving lateral-
ly,” Deckard said of the free throw 
attempts. “So our game plan was 
to attack them and that’s what 
we did.”
Despite the strong shooting 
from the line, Taylor struggled of-
fensively as the No. 1 team in the 
NAIA in three-point shooting only 
shot 26% from deep. 
This, combined with Saint 
Francis’ ability to score off the 
Trojans’ 13 turnovers, was too 
tough to overcome. 
“I felt like Saint Francis was 
more focused and aggressive,” 
said Head Coach Jody Martinez. 
“In our three losses the turnover 
categories have hurt us. I think 
teams have been playing more 
physical, and we’re not a physi-
cal team; we’re more finesse.”
Along with the turnovers, their 
three losses have also had the 
common factor of poor shooting 
from deep. 
In their loss to Marian Univer-
sity on Jan. 29, they shot 18% and 
in the loss to Grace they shot 31%. 
“It’s a matter of not making 
good looks,” Martinez said. “And 
that all piles up because when 
we’re able to hit threes, we’re able 
to open up the inside.” 
Taylor has also been dealing 
with injuries these last few weeks. 
According to Martinez, of the 14 
members of the roster, 11 are deal-
ing with some form of injury at 
this point. 
Sophomores Lauren James 
and Kiara Nieto are redshirt-
ing the season due to injury and 
sophomore forward Kayla Kirt-
ley missed games with an injured 
knee, but is now playing with a 
brace. Freshman guard Haley 
Harrison wasn’t practicing as 
of early last week, but Martinez 
felt confident that she should be 
back to practice soon. Martinez 
said most players at this point are 
dealing with some form of nag-
ging injury as the regular season 
nears its end. 
“It’s a rhythm issue,” Martinez 
said of the injuries. “Because you 
just don’t know who’s able to prac-
tice and who’s not. It’s hard to get 
your reps in and your game prep 
in before the competition. It’s a 
Crossroads League standings
reCord in ConferenCe pLay shown
motivation to succeed,” said 
Erin Luthy, Taylor volleyball 
head coach. “It is important for 
the sports world to continue to 
advocate for men and women 
alike to be surrounded in a pos-
itive and growth oriented athlet-
ic environment.”
Who knows what goes on 
during 49ers practices? I’d like to 
think Sowers brings a different 
perspective than most people. 
There’s no way for us to know for 
sure, but she did just help coach 
a Super Bowl capable team.
Taylor is nowhere near per-
fect, but let this be an example to 
hire who best fits the job, even if 
it is someone who’s not the “typ-
ical” hire.
“Being a former Athletic Di-
rector and Associate Athletic 
Director for many years, my phi-
losophy was always to hire the 
best qualified candidate for any 
job no matter the gender or race 
of the applicant,” Martinez said. 
“I hope that all organizations are 
hiring people that are the best 
candidate and best qualified 
for positions.”
echo@taylor.edu
sexual assault case. A look back 
on his life wouldn’t be telling a 
true story without mentioning it. 
That mistake will forever re-
main a part of Bryant’s legacy. 
He was a flawed person. That 
doesn’t mean we should dismiss 
his positive impact on so many 
people. 
His impact as a human being 
and father began to show, espe-
cially later in his career and into 
his few years of retirement
“Kobe was so much more 
than an athlete, he was a fami-
ly man.” Bryant’s former team-
mate Shaquille O’Neal tweeted. “I 
would hug his children like they 
were my own and he would em-
brace my kids like they were his.”
Or take ESPN SportsCenter an-
chor Elle Duncan’s reflection, for 
example. 
Duncan recalled being eight 
months pregnant at the time 
of her initial meeting with Bry-
ant. When Bryant asked Duncan 
about the baby, Duncan told him 
she was having a girl. According 
to Duncan, the news made Bry-
ant happy and when Duncan 
asked him if he would have more 
children in the future, Bryant — 
who had four daughters — said, 
“I would have five more girls if I 
could. I’m a girl dad.” Duncan, 
telling the story on live TV, be-
came emotional in her retelling 
of the moment. 
The story went viral, and #girl-
dad started trending across social 
media as proud fathers posted 
photos with their daughters. 
Bryant’s death touched all 
corners of the world, even here 
at Taylor. No matter your view 
on Bryant, his ability to inspire 
others is something that should 
come to the forefront of our 
minds when evaluating the life 
that he lived. 
echo@taylor.edu
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Super Bowl LIV made history both on and off the field.
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People paid their respects to Bryant at a public memorial held outside Staples Center.
disruption right now but we’ll 
figure it out, we’re still battling.” 
Despite the injuries and re-
cent losses, Taylor is still in a 
great spot. They’re one game out 
of first in the Crossroads League 
and maintain a tremendous 24-3 
overall record. 
They know it comes down 
to how well they can overcome 
these last few weeks. 
“Confidence wise we’re fine,” 
Becca Buchs said. “We know 
we’re a really good team, we just 
need to be able to get over this ad-
versity and come back stronger 
as a team.”
Their first game after the 
Saint Francis loss showed signs 
of a turnaround. They shot 41.7% 
from three in Wednesday’s 85-
49 rout of Goshen College (8-
19, 1-14). Senior Haley Stratman 
led the team with 21 points and 
5 3-pointers made. Senior Jamie 
Netzley and Deckard also scored 
in double-figures for the Trojans. 
After road games against 
Mount Vernon and Huntington 
last Saturday and Wednesday, the 
Trojans will wrap up their regular 
season with a home game Satur-
day against rival Indiana Wesley-
an. Tip-off is set for 1 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
women’s BasketBaLL men’s BasketBaLL
1. Marian  13-2
2. Taylor  12-3
3. Saint Francis  12-3
4. Indiana Wesleyan  11-4
5. Grace  9-6
6. Huntington  8-7
7. Mt. Vernon  6-9
8. Spring Arbor  2-13
9. Goshen  1-14
10. Bethel  1-14
1. Indiana Wesleyan  13-2
2. Marian  12-3
3. Grace  9-6
4. Saint Francis  8-7
5. Spring Arbor  8-7
6. Bethel  7-8
7. Mt. Vernon  7-8
8. Taylor  6-9
9. Huntington  5-10
10. Goshen  0-15
Photograph  provided by Taylor Athletics
Taylor loses back to back Crossroads League bouts.





“I love the competitivneness of the sport, of overcoming 
the challenges with my teammates and supporting 
each other together”
Taylor aces bring hardware back from Arizona
February 17, 2020
Taylor aces bring hardware back from Arizona
Taylor rebounds from loss to St. Francis
Justin Pettit and Lauren 
Kanai both win awards
Nathaniel Boer
Staff Writer
For the first time in the Tay-
lor history, the baseball and 
softball teams traveled to Ar-
izona over J-term. Both pro-
grams returned with wins over 
ranked teams and each won 
a Crossroads League Pitch-
er of the Week award and one 
Crossroads League Player of 
the Week.
Going 7-1 over the stretch, 
the baseball team had two im-
pressive wins over No. 19 Lew-
is and Clark College and No. 15 
Westmont College.
Baseball ranks 6th in the 
NAIA with 83 runs batted in and 
7th for total runs scored at 91, 
and is in the top 20 of both total 
hits and slugging percentage.
“Everyone came in ready to 
go, it was really quite impres-
sive coming off of Christmas 
break,” said Baseball Head 
Coach Kyle Gould.
The team was ready to go ev-
ery day, as they started off with 
a breakfast in their houses and 
a small group session with Tony 
Dungy’s devotional.
In addition to playing base-
ball, the team volunteered at 
high school camps, where they 
were joined by Brent Minta, 
Taylor alumnus and the Pitch-
ing Analytics Coordinator for 
the L.A. Dodgers.
The team is currently one of 
the youngest teams that Gould 
has coached, consistently fea-
turing 7-8 freshmen and sopho-
mores every game. Sophomore 
T.J. Bass leads the team with 14 
hits and four home runs, Bass 
and sophomore Nick Rusche 
are tied for the team lead with 
12 runs, and freshman Ben 
Kalbaugh leads with 12 run-
ners batted in.
But senior pitcher Justin Pet-
tit led the Trojans in hardware 




Feb. 8 was a tough day for 
the Trojans as they suffered 
their second consecutive loss 
against the University of Saint 
Francis. The final score was 
82-84.
Less than a minute into the 
game, the Cougars had two 
successful free throws. The 
Trojans soon followed with a 
shot by sophomore Jason Hub-
bard, resulting in a 2-2 score.
As the first half continued, 
the Trojans began falling be-
hind as the Cougars scored 
7 more points, giving them a 
92 lead.
At 12:18, the Trojans seemed 
to be pulling ahead with a free 
throw by junior James Mc-
Cloud resulting in a 15-14 score. 
However, their comeback only 
lasted 19 seconds. Just after 
McCloud’s two-pointer, the 
Cougars broke the Trojans’ 
lead.
From there, the struggle con-
tinued until the end of the first 
half. The first half ended with 
a 43-43 tie. 
The Trojans continued to 
fight in the second half, but to 
no avail.
Head Coach Josh Andrews 
said he was impressed with the 
team’s resolve.
According to Andrews, they 
couldn’t keep the Cougar’s 
lead guy, sophomore Antwaan 
Cushingberry, from getting 
past their defenses.
Sophomore CJ Penha, a top 
scorer for the Trojans, said 
he admired Cushingberry’s 
skill and said the team simply 
couldn’t keep him from shoot-
ing over them, giving the team 
quite the struggle. 
Even with the loss, tough-
ness and a willingness to 
struggle are characteristics 
that reinforce Andrews’ pride 
in his team 
“We feel like we are playing 
some really good basketball,” 
Andrews said. “Most teams at 
this point don’t continue to get 
better, but I think we are con-
tinuing to improve.” 
Despite their Feb. 8 loss, 
things seem to be looking 
up for the Trojans. On Feb.11, 
three days later, the Trojans 
rose again to a 98-69 victory at 
home against Goshen College.
The Trojans managed to 
achieve and maintain an early 
lead, enabling something very 
special to happen: everyone 
on the team had some play-
ing time.
“It was really fun to be able to 
play all of our guys,” Andrews 
said. 
He also said this was a 
unique opportunity to allow 
everyone on the team to take 
part in winning the victory.
The contrast between this 
game and the St. Francis game 
can make someone ask: why 
did everyone get to play in this 
game, but not others? 
“We had an early lead and 
it’s just fun to have everybody 
to participate in the win,” said 
Andrews. 
Andrews also said Goshen 
had a lot of injured players.
Senior Mason Degekolb said 
being able to take care of busi-
ness and having everybody on 
the court made the game a 
memorable one.
At the end of the night, it was 
also announced that with the 
Trojans’ victory over Goshen, 
Andrews had won 100 games.
“It’s a cool milestone,” An-
drews said. “The guys are the 
ones who get wins. I’m proud 
of the guys and I am grateful for 
the opportunity to coach here.”
Andrews also said he and the 
Trojans look forward to com-
peting in the last three games 
of the season. 
One of those last three will 
be against Indiana Wesleyan 
which will take place on Feb. 
22. Will the Trojans start a win-
ning streak? Stay tuned.  
echo@taylor.edu
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Taylor baseball and softball had strong J-Term trips.
Men’s Track and Field
2/22 Findlay Open 10 a.m.
Women’s Track and Field 
2/22 Findlay Open 10 a.m. 
Women’s Basketball
2/19 Huntington University (A) 7 p.m.
2/22 Indiana Wesleyan (H) 1 p.m.
Men’s Basketball
2/18 Huntington University (A) 7 p.m.
2/22 Indiana Wesleyan (H) 3 p.m.
Softball
2/21 University of Rio Grande(N) 2 p.m.
2/21 University of The Cumberland(N) 4 p.m.
2/22 Lawrence Tech(N) 12 p.m.
2/22 Webber International(N) 2 p.m. 
Baseball 
2/21 Lindsey Wilson College (A) 5 p.m.
2/22 Lindsey Wilson College (A)(DH) 12. p.m. 
Men’s Golf
2/17 NAIA ChampionsGate Invitational 9 a.m.
2/18 NAIA ChampionsGate Invitational 9 a.m.
Women’s Golf
2/17 NAIA ChampionsGate Invitational 8 a.m.
2/18 NAIA ChampionsGate Invitational 9 a.m.
top 25 poLLs
Women’s Basketball  No. 5
Women’s Softball  RV
Women’s Indoor Track  No. 23
Men’s Indoor Track  No. 14
sCoreBoard
Baseball
12/11 Olivet Nazarene  W 17-14
Christian McGill- 2 H, 1 HR, 3 RBI
Conner Crawford- 3 H, 2 RBI, 2 BB
Nick Rusche 2 H, 2 RBI, 2 BB
T.J. Bass- 1 HR, 2 RBI
Women’s Basketball
2/8 Saint Francis  L 64-78
B. Buchs- 16 PTS, 2 AST, 2 REB
A. Buchs- 14 PTS, 3 STL, 4 REB
Huffman-11 PTS, 4 AST, 4 REB
Deckard-16 PTS, 2 AST, 2 REB
2/12 Goshen College  W 85-49
Stratman- 21 PTS, 5 REB, 5 3PM
Netzley- 16 PTS, 6 AST, 4 REB
A. Buchs- 6 PTS, 10 REB
Deckard- 16 PTS, 4 AST
Men’s Basketball
2/8 Saint Francis  L 82-84
Penha- 21 PTS, 12 REB, 3 AST
Degenkolb-16 PTS, 2 REB, 2 AST
Hubbard- 14 PTS, 2 STL, 3 AST
Robinson- 12 PTS, 4 REB, 2 AST
Miranda- 18 PTS, 4 3PM, 4 REB
2/11 Goshen College  W 98-69
Robinson- 21 PTS, 5 AST, 4 3PM
Degenkolb- 21 PTS, 3 AST, 2 STL
Hubbard- 15 PTS, 5 REB, 4 BLKS
Penha- 11 PTS, 14 REB
Miranda- 13 PTS, 3 STL
resuLts from tayLor 
athLetiCs 
A t h l e t e s  o f  t h e  W e e k
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S o c c e r
D i s t a n c e  R u n n e r
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P s y c h o l o g y  M i n o r
E l e m e n t a r y  E d u c a t i o n
F i s h e r s ,  I N G r e e n w o o d ,  I N
S o p h o m o r e S o p h o m o r e
T r a c k  a n d  F i e l d B a s e b a l l
T J  B a s s
N a o m i  N o y e s
C o r i n n e  O ’ L e a r y
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   F a v o r i t e  S p o r t  B e s i d e s  Y o u r 
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taken home.
Pettit earned his second 
Crossroads League Pitcher of 
the Week, pitching against Lew-
is and Clark. Pettit pitched 4.1 
innings and allowed one hit in 
his 14 at bats with 6 strikeouts.
“Seeing his transformation 
freshman year from a JV play-
er throwing 70 mph to now 
dominating a top tier team in 
the country is just incredible,” 
Gould said. “I have never seen 
anything like it.”
However, Pettit was not the 
only Trojan to earn the honor of 
pitcher of the week. Junior Lau-
ren Kanai earned Crossroads 
Leagues Pitcher of the Week 
and Crossroads League Player 
of the Week.
“I love the competitiveness 
of the sport, of overcoming the 
challenges with my teammates 
and supporting each other to-
gether,” Kanai said.
The softball team took ad-
vantage of the warm weather of 
the Arizona desert to practice.
However, this trip had a 
broader purpose than sports. 
Hearkening back to Don Odle 
and his Venture for Victory 
missions, the team combined 
both sport and service.
Traveling around Arizona 
with bat in one hand and paint-
brush in the other, the Trojans 
helped with Habitat for Human-
ity and Phoenix Dream Center.
The Trojans batted even bet-
ter than they painted. Taylor 
softball is No. 8 in the NAIA for 
both total runs scored (58) and 
total runs batted in (45). 
Kanai leads the team with 
11 hits, followed by freshman 
Emma West with 10 runs. Se-
nior Darby Shaw threw the sin-
gular shutout and senior Taylor 
Wilson batted extremely well 
throughout the month with 10 
hits and three stolen bases.
Currently the team is fo-
cused on each play and trying 
their hardest to not let the fu-
ture innings and games get into 
their heads.
“As a team we want to make 
a statement, to win confer-
ence and make it to nationals, 
we want to go and get it,” Ka-
nai said.
So far the softball team made 
a statement by beating (RV) Ar-
izona Christian, a team whose 
coach is also on the commit-
tee that votes for the top 25 
teams, further increasing Tay-
lor’s athletic resume on the sea-
son. They beat the Firestorm 
in both meetings, outscoring 
them 18-15. 
Softball Head Coach Erin Kot-
larz reiterated the importance 
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Trojans followed up consecutive losses with a rout of Goshen.
of the team maintaining their 
confidence and building up 
their vision for themselves. She 
hopes that the team will con-
tinue to see their potential.
“It is OK to get some losses, 
but we learned from it, and 
they were very beneficial. I have 
high hopes for this team,” Kot-
larz said.
Sports take time, commit-
ment and an immense amount 
of sacrifice both on and off of 
the field. As a senior and junior 
respectively, Pettit and Kanai 
are no strangers to the dedica-
tion it takes to be excellent.
“The Taylor baseball pro-
gram means a lot, we have a 
great group of guys (and) going 
to any other school, baseball is 
like a joke,” Pettit said. “Here, 
I get to go and play. When we 
come to Taylor, we come for 
our faith, for school and we get 
to play baseball.”
echo@taylor.edu
Trojans suffer losses, bounce back Wednesday
sexual assault case. A look back 
on his life wouldn’t be telling a 
true story without mentioning it. 
That mistake will forever re-
main a part of Bryant’s legacy. 
He was a flawed person. That 
doesn’t mean we should dismiss 
his positive impact on so many 
people. 
His impact as a human being 
and father began to show, espe-
cially later in his career and into 
his few years of retirement
“Kobe was so much more 
than an athlete, he was a fami-
ly man.” Bryant’s former team-
mate Shaquille O’Neal tweeted. “I 
would hug his children like they 
were my own and he would em-
brace my kids like they were his.”
Or take ESPN SportsCenter an-
chor Elle Duncan’s reflection, for 
example. 
Duncan recalled being eight 
months pregnant at the time 
of her initial meeting with Bry-
ant. When Bryant asked Duncan 
about the baby, Duncan told him 
she was having a girl. According 
to Duncan, the news made Bry-
ant happy and when Duncan 
asked him if he would have more 
children in the future, Bryant — 
who had four daughters — said, 
“I would have five more girls if I 
could. I’m a girl dad.” Duncan, 
telling the story on live TV, be-
came emotional in her retelling 
of the moment. 
The story went viral, and #girl-
dad started trending across social 
media as proud fathers posted 
photos with their daughters. 
Bryant’s death touched all 
corners of the world, even here 
at Taylor. No matter your view 
on Bryant, his ability to inspire 
others is something that should 
come to the forefront of our 
minds when evaluating the life 
that he lived. 
echo@taylor.edu
disruption right now but we’ll 
figure it out, we’re still battling.” 
Despite the injuries and re-
cent losses, Taylor is still in a 
great spot. They’re one game out 
of first in the Crossroads League 
and maintain a tremendous 24-3 
overall record. 
They know it comes down 
to how well they can overcome 
these last few weeks. 
“Confidence wise we’re fine,” 
Becca Buchs said. “We know 
we’re a really good team, we just 
need to be able to get over this ad-
versity and come back stronger 
as a team.”
Their first game after the 
Saint Francis loss showed signs 
of a turnaround. They shot 41.7% 
from three in Wednesday’s 85-
49 rout of Goshen College (8-
19, 1-14). Senior Haley Stratman 
led the team with 21 points and 
5 3-pointers made. Senior Jamie 
Netzley and Deckard also scored 
in double-figures for the Trojans. 
After road games against 
Mount Vernon and Huntington 
last Saturday and Wednesday, the 
Trojans will wrap up their regular 
season with a home game Satur-
day against rival Indiana Wesley-
an. Tip-off is set for 1 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
